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Your Place to Belong

November...Christival
This month we will celebrate Christ in the arts because
we believe that creativity is a gift from The Spirit. Each
Sunday this month we will spotlight some aspect of arts
in worship...from instrumental and vocal music to story-
telling, painting, and liturgical dance; you’ll want to be
sure to be present to witness some ways area artists use
their gifts to glorify God. Even before the first Sunday
(Nov.1-4), our sanctuary will host a stage play about
WWII era Christian theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who
took a stand against Hitler and the rise of the Third Reich.

Toll The Bell in Worship

for Lost Loved Ones—Nov.4
During worship on Sunday, Nov. 4, the names of our
loved ones who have
passed within this Y {
past year will be & | Celebrating Sonny’s
q called, followed by - L 4
‘.‘tJ the tolling of a bell to . e s - 10th Anniversary
~d remember their time ~ 3 "l
among us and now
rejoicing in their place
among the saints.
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Sonny's Sayings. ..

By the
time that you The “Bonhoeffer Brothers” of No
read this ;-4 production @ Central “The
eams are Creaking”....
column, | may

have already
completed my
first acting
“gig,” playing
the part of
Hans, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer’s
brother-in-
law. Becom-
ing Hans has
been a grueling process, | will not lie. It is not a big part in the
play, but there are enough lines to make me fret whether or not
I will remember my lines. Lots of practice has made me feel as if
I am going to do OK. But early on, the director made a comment
that stuck with me. “The sooner you learn your lines, we can
actually work on your acting and turn you into Hans (my charac-
ter’s name).”

And sure enough, during the process of learning the lines and
going through the play numerous times, something has
happened that other, more experienced, actors told me would
happen: You begin to think like the character you are becoming.
| have imagined, especially in the last few days, what it would be
like to be the brother-in-law of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. | have
imagined what he would be thinking about in the situations, and
I have felt more comfortable when it is time to go through my
scenes, because | have been thinking more like Hans. So in many
aspects, especially at play practice, Sonny has become Hans.

The same thing happened as | learned Spanish. | was told that
if | stayed with it long enough, | would get to a place that |
would stop translating my thoughts from English to Spanish and
start actually thinking in Spanish. And that was true. When |
became fluent in Spanish, | could think in Spanish.

When | apply this thought to my spiritual life, that truth can
have good and bad elements. On the negative side, the more |
pay attention to what outside forces expect of me, and who
they want me to be, and the more | make those expectations
my own, | start to feel that the person others want me to be is
the person | am. And if | practice being the person that those
outside forces expect me to be long enough, | start to lose sight
of my true self,

But the converse is true as well. Sometimes we get so
enveloped in being who others want us to be, we forget that
there is a “true self” waiting to be discovered or re-discovered.
But the good news is that we can practice being our true selves.
Rather than listening to outside forces, we listen to the inner
voice of God who tells us we are loved unconditionally, and that
we are made for forgiveness, for grace-filled living, and to be a
life-giving presence to others. Then we practice living that life;
and sure enough, we find ourselves becoming our true selves.
| hope that as you go forward, you live your life, always in the
process of becoming you, the true-self God created you to be.

Blessings, Sonny

”

..Pastor Sonny as “Hans
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Praising God!

Year-to-Date (10/21/18)
Avg. Worship Attendance: 121
New Members: 10
Total Receipts: $328,070.68*
Total Spending: $380,429.52**

$104,769.00 paid to date for Hurricane Irma
repairs. Source: Flood Insurance
*$17,551.81 from camp sale interest is Included
**Capital expenses included in total spending
reimbursed by Camp Trust Account

Special Gifts this Month

In Loving Memory of:
Trevor & Jennifer Leonardi
For: Children’s Ministries, Youth, MOPS, &
Ministries of Central Baptist Church
From: Kevin & Kimberly Leonardi
Jim Cummins
For Music Ministries
From: Helen Cummins Broughman
Carole Tarpley
From: Ned & Anne Myers
Betty Collins
From: The J.0.Y Class
Dick Edson, Blaine Wingard, Betty Turner,
Carole Tarpley, Ann Bright, Bill Rippey &
Jim Murphy
From: Bo & Peggy Lynn Gibson
Bobby Chutjian
From: Evelyn Chutjian
Bill Rippey, Sr.
From: Alice, Patty & Bill Rippey, Jr.
Betty Turner
From: Harry & Deborah Moulis

In Honor of
Central Baptist Volunteers
From: Edward and Martha Meadows

You Can Give Now

Use this QR code to connect to your
online bank. Your generosity means
that Central can more easily shine a
light for Christ in our neighborhood and
around the world. You may also con-
tribute at www.centralbc.org .
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